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Dear Colleague: 


William G. Carr, executive secretary of the NEA, has written to NAPSAE President 
S.E. Hand suggesting "that every member of your Board of Directors, and every member of 
your Association, if possible, write to his own representatives and senators expressing support 
for the Federal Aid to Education bill now pending in both houses of Congress. This is the 
kind of action we need to help accomplish our present goal."" Dr. Carr made the suggestion 
upon hearing of the NAPSAE Board's resolution supporting "the legislative program of the 
NEA designed to advance the cause of all education at all levels." 





There now are three significant pieces of legislation pending in the U.S. Congress: 





1. HR-4970 -- Thompson (D-N.J.) -- which is the Kennedy Administration school 
aid bill that has implications for adult education in two areas; namely, (a) adults 
who are completing an elementary or secondary education, and (b) the section under 
"Special projects" which can include adult education. 





S-1 -- Douglas (D-II|.) -- makes provisions for occupational training and re-training 
in depressed areas through existing educational agencies of which the public 
schools comprise one such agency. 





§$-1125 -- Williams (D-N.J.) -- appropriates $250,000 to provide grants for 
adult education of migrant agricultural employees. 





The NEA Division of Adult Education Service staff is following the developments of these 
three bills very closely and has appeared at committee hearings. 





Your legislative views can have a political impact if you communicate them to the right 
people. Adult educators should arrange to see their congressmen when they return to their home 
districts, or write to them in Washington. When visiting Washington, a personal visit to your 
congressman is not difficult to arrange. If you need help in making arrangements for a visit 
to "The Hill," let Tom McLernon know. Tom is chairman of NAPSAE's Legislative Committee 
as well as assistant director of the NEA Division of Adult Education Service. Both roles keep 
him in close contact with the NEA Capitol Hill Legislative Office. 





A key part of the NAPSAE Board's recent legislative action was the development of a 
statement to go to the Legislative Commission of the NEA urging that "all legislation for general 
aid to education, both state and federal, should be written in such a way as to specifically 
include provision for educational opportunities for adults."" In commenting on this action, 


Dr. Carr said, ''You may be sure that the Legislative Commission at its next meeting will be 
advised of and will consider the suggestion." 





This is the last issue of PULSE for this school year. The next issue will be coming 
your way next September. 
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U.S. Commissioner of Education Sterling M. McMurrin held his first press conference 





an hour after he was sworn in as the Kennedy Administration's top education official. His 
principal point was that he would use his office to exert all possible influence in upgrading 
educational standards without imposing national policy on local school boards. He said he would 
try to develop the Office of Education as a "national forum for the cultivation of ideas on edu- 
cation by outstanding minds from all disciplines, academic and non-academic." 


Those who have worked with Dr. McMurrin think that he will have a clear point of view 
of what constitutes "education" and what is not "education" in the broad field of public school 
adult education. 





In commenting on teachers' salaries, Dr. McMurrin said they are "miserably low" and 
declared that they cannot possibly attract the high caliber manpower needed by the schools. 
Recent data collected by Tom McLernon confirm the fact that adult education salaries in the 
public schools also are low, "miserably low." In the annual study made by the Division of AES 
of part-time salaries of teachers of adults, Mr. McLernon found that this year the average hourly 
rate is $4.50. In 1945 the median flat rate was $2.03 per hour. This shows that on the 
average salaries have more than doubled; however, this increase has not been proportionate 
with salary increases in other areas of the teaching profession. Some school districts are still 
paying as little as $1.75 per hour and others as much as $25 per hour. As might be 
expected, the larger salaries are found in the urban and suburban areas and the lower salaries 
in the rural areas. 





Information about salaries in public school adult education is but one of the many kinds of 
data appearing in FOCUS, NAPSAE's new yearbook to be published this month. FOCUS 
not only is the first yearbook to appear in the field of public school adult education but is, as 
far as we know, the only annual publication providing systematic reporting of any specific field 
of adult education. Tn addition to providing a round-up of statistical information about the 
field, the yearbook serves as a report of the NAPSAE Conference, reprints recent theoretical 
contributions concerning the role of the public schools in adult education, and provides a report 
of NAPSAE activities during the past year. FOCUS is available without charge to all Active 
Members of the Association. The price to Associate Members is $2; to non-members, $5. 











A number of NAPSAE members in and near the Washington area have read the yearbook 
galley proofs and have indicated that one of the greatest values of the publication is its useful- 
ness as a symbol of the growing strength and prestige of adult education services as a part of the 
public schools' programs. Several have indicated that they will be eager to place the volume 
on the desk of their superintendent as evidence of the strength and importance of public school 
adult education across the country. 





Two influential authors have recently pointed to the President of the United States as the 
nation's number one adult educator. In his syndicated column of March 7, Walter Lippmann 
says that if President Kennedy is to be a great president, he must be "not only executive, 
organizer, politician, and popular leader ... he must also be a popular teacher." He goes on 
to say that "the greatest leaders are also great teachers: On April 9, Lester Markel, Sunday 
editor of the New York Times Magazine, reported his perception of the president's education 
role in an article entitled "What We Don't Know Will Hurt Us." Both authors suggest that 
President Kennedy has not yet fully taken on his educational role. Assuming that this becomes 
a stronger and stronger requirement in the exercise of Presidential responsibility, adult educators 
in local communities are on the ground floor to take the strong, positive educational steps 
required to reduce ignorance and apathy wherever it may be found. 








One sign of NAPSAE's close identification with its members is the enthusiasm with which 
key leaders in the field are encouraged to serve the Association either as one of its principal officers 
or on the Board of Directors. Fortunately, no NAPSAE election ever has been like those of some 
groups in which the nominating committee reports "many were called -- and we finally got one 
person to accept for each office." It has been only in recent years, however, that groups of 
individuals have formed spontaneously at various spots in the country to help along either the 
nomination or the election of particular individuals of their choice. The NAPSAE Board has no 
position on "electioneering" --- it is neither for it or against it. But all campaigning is totally 
without an official authorization by NAPSAE's Board of Directors or its membership. Official 
NAPSAE membership records are never used for this purpose and any cost that individuals or /ocal 
groups may incur in printing and mailing out election material is, of course, assumed personally 
by the groups involved. 





In addition, members are requested not to use the NAPSAE insignia on materials supporting 
a candidate or to word promotional materials in such a way that they sound as if they are official 
NAPSAE documents. 





NAPSAE nomination ballots were mailed to the membership last month. Ralph Crow, chairman 
of the Nominations and Elections Committee, reports that 264 valid ballots were cast in the 
nomination process. NAPSAE has approximately 1000 Active Members eligible to vote. The 
nominations are tallied and letters of notification have been mailed to the nominees. We can't 
announce the names, however, until we receive an official reply of acceptance from each nominee. 
Election ballots will be mailed to you in the near future along with biographical sketches of the 
candidates. 





And speaking of members -- Active and Associate -- NAPSAE has enrolled its 5000th! 
The new member who pushed us over the magic 5000-mark is James D. Douglas, director of adult 
education, Medill Blair School, Fairless Hills, Pa. His application was received late in March. 





While Robert Coates, chairman of the NAPSAE Membership Committee, and the state member- 
ship coordinators were delighted to know that NAPSAE had enrolled its 5000th member, none was 
more relieved that we reached that goal than the key NAPSAE staff member in the membership 
promotion efforts, Jack Parker. In writing the introduction to the first annual issue of FOCUS, 
Jack indicated that one of NAPSAE's membership goals set last year was to enroll 5000 members 
during 1961. Inhis introduction, which went to the printers for typesetting early in March, Jack 
confidently said that the goal had been met. For two weeks he hung on the cliff in anticipation 
while the daily membership count moved up as high as 4998, dropped back to 4995, went on 
again to 4998, and then finally ... well, thank you,Mr. Douglas!!! Once Jack had sweated out 
going over the top, he calmly greeted the announcement of the magic 5000th with a "this time next 
year it will be 7500." 





The next statement of the Education Policies Commission of the NEA will be of considerable 
interest to adult educators. The EPC will look into the educational problems of "the last to 
be hired, the first to be fired, and the least able to manage the financial resources they may have." 
James E, Russell, secretary of the EPC ,has said that "unless the trend is reversed, half the 
population of the large American cities in 1970 will be disadvantaged persons. Large cities' 
schools today contain one million children from limited backgrounds and their proportion is rising. 
Increasing farm technology is forcing the unemployable off the land into the cities where they are 
unable to adjust. The ones left back on the farm are hardly better off." The proposed study, of 
course, ties in closely with the challenges to adult education presented by the current unemployment 
situation which shows that practically all the current unemployment is in the ranks of the unskilled 
and undereducated. 











NAPSAE now has ready for distribution a set of heavy-duty, plastic-covered, three-ring 
binders to hold TECHNIQUES, SWAP SHOP, and IDEA FILE. We had these binders manu- 
factured because of the many requests we received from members for an inexpensive binder to 
protect their publications from wrinkles and smudges. As a desk set, the binders also keep 
the newsletters handy for quick reference use. The binders sell for $2 each, or a matched set 


of three for $5. The colors are orange (TECHNIQUES), brown (SWAP SHOP), and green 
(IDEA FILE). 


The "National Goals" report has been the center of numerous adult education activities. In 
February, the Oak Park and River Forest (Ill.) adult education program brought together more than 
1200 people -- including the governor of the state and the president of the American Red Cross -- 
to participate in a day of serious discussion of the problems that face Americans in the decade 
ahead. Ralph T. Matthews, director of adult education of the Oak Park and River Forest High 
School adult evening program,has assembled a packet of materialswhich he will make available to 


other directors who are interested. Write to: Ralph T. Matthews, Oak Park and River Forest 
H.S., Oak Park, Ill. 





Two recommendations of the 37th Annual Convention of the Florida Congress of Parents 
and Teachers deal with adult education. The second plank in the action platform calls for 
"vigorous support of assistance for free public schools under state and local controls ... beginning 
with kindergarten, extending to higher education, including adult education." The sixth plank 
calls for "natural encouragement of continuing education of capable high school graduates.” 





Cordially, 


(Role fabs 


Executive Secretary 
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